
«Swiss ice hockey switched from the Swisscom 
channel Teleclub to the UPC channel MySports – 
and this resulted in an exciting new contract for 
us. Within a very short period of time we had to 
hook up all 12 stadiums to the fibre optic network, 
as well as two television studios in Erlenbach and 
Rossens», explains Philipp Renggli, the Network 41 
project manager responsible. MySports has 
secured the Swiss ice hockey broadcasting rights 
for the next five years. UPC contracted the Sursee 
network specialist to ensure the stadiums were 
technically equipped so that hockey fans really can 
follow the games.

Ice hockey on television  – Network 41 connects 
Swiss hockey stadiums 

Network 41 specialists have 
connected ice hockey stadiums and 
TV studios to the data network to 
enable matches to be broadcast on 
TV in Switzerland. The work was 
commissioned by the new UPC 
sports channel MySports.



PHILIPP RENGGLI

Project Manager «MySports Wiring» ,  Network 41

«Every time I watch a hockey match on television I'm reminded that Network 41 

has also made an important contribution to enabling people to watch live TV 

broadcasts at home»

BIG DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE STADIUMS 

The ice hockey stadiums already had a fibre optic 
connection and have now been linked to the UPC 
data network (backbone). But the stadiums also 
required additional technical installations inside the 
buildings for the purpose of TV broadcasting. The 
amount of work required of Philipp Renggli's 12-
strong team varied from one stadium to the next. 
«Ambri required the most effort – after all, it's the 
oldest stadium. At the new stadiums such as Bern, 
Biel and Langnau the work was a lot more 
straightforward since they already have a very 
modern infrastructure,» says the project manager.

The team spent anything between two and four 
days at each stadium – but this was just for the 
installation work itself and connecting the 
equipment. «We started planning, inspecting the 
stadiums and ordering materials as long ago as 
January 2017. The wiring was then installed in 
May,» says Philipp Renggli – and he goes on to 
mention the project's biggest challenge: «There was 
considerable pressure in terms of time: the hockey 
teams were due to start playing their test matches 
in August, and this was when MySports wanted to 
start broadcasting. However, collaboration with UPC 
was very professional and straightforward.»

Network 41 installed various items of equipment in 
the stadiums to enable the images of the ice hockey 
games captured by the TV cameras to be sent to 
viewers' living rooms: a 19-inch rack for the 
management connection and video processing as 
well as a so-called TV compound on the outer wall of 
each stadium. 

«This gives television teams the convenience of 
being able to drive their broadcasting trucks right 
up to the hockey stadiums to hook up their cables. 
They're then instantly linked to the data network – 
we connected all the equipment in the stadium 
with fibre optic cables and then established the 
link to the UPC cable network,» says Philipp 
Renggli.
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From the TV cameras to the 
cable network




